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grow, he says, and will shoot into ear; the children
will even cause the ears to be roasted when they are
green; but a white frost will occur, which will de-
stroy the hopes of the Country. Moreover he does
not base his statements on those pretended appari-
tions of Jouskeka; here is what leads him to speak in
this way. *‘‘ The people,” he says, ‘‘ are crying every
day to the Sky, Aronkiaté onne aonstaancwas; and yet
nothing is given to it. This irritates the Sky, it will
not fail to take revenge; and, when the corn shall
begin to mature, it will without doubt vent upon it
the effects of its wrath.”’

They believe that the Sky is angry, when any one is
drowned or dies of cold; a sacrifice is needed to ap-
pease it, but, good God! what a sacrifice, or rather
what a butchery! The flesh of the dead man is the
victim who is to be immolated. [112] A gathering of
the neighboring villages takes place; many feasts
are made, and no presents are spared, as it is a mat-
ter in which the whole- Country is interested. The
dead body is carried into the cemetery, and is stretched
out on a mat. On one side is a ditch, and on the
other a fire for a sacrifice. At the same time, some
young men chosen by the relatives present them-
selves, and station themselves around the corpse,
each with a knife in his hand; and the protector of
the dead person having marked with a coal the parts
which are to be cut, they vie with each other in cut-
ting the body, tearing off the fleshiest parts. At last
they open the body and draw out its entrails, which
they throw into the fire with all the pieces of flesh
they had cut off, and throw into the ditch the carcass
quite stripped of flesh. I have observed that during
this butchery the women walk around them several



